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KEEP SMILING?
by Leo P. Kelley

A rather short but powerful and very pertinent article by Kurt Von-
negut Jr. appeared on the editorial page of The New York Times for Sep-
tember 13, 1969. In the article, Mr. Vonnegut muses on the fact that he
went to high school with the wife of Secretary of Defense Laird, 'where
all of us learned how to be unfailingly friendly -- to smile."

He goes on to remark with surprise at the cheerfulness of this na-
tion's leaders. "So optimistic, so blooming with mental health,"” he
says, referring to President Nixon. Mr. Vonnegut then points out that
Dr. Sternglass, a professor of radiation physics at the University of
Pittsburgh, claimed in an article in Esquire that if Mr. Laird's and Mr.
Nixon's Safeguard Antiballistic Missile system were ever used, all chil-
dren born after that (anywhere) would die of birth defects before they
could grow up and reproduce.

Mr. Vonnegut goes on to say that he left word for Mrs. Laird at her
husband's office in the Pentagon that he would be at a particular hotel
in Washington, D.C. for three days. He did so because he had been told
that Mrs. Laird enjoyed his books and had said that he was to get in
touch with her were he ever in Washington.

Mrs. Laird did not respond to Mr. Vonnegut's friendly message. He
goes on to admit that, had she responded, and had he visited the Laird
home, he would have "smiled and smiled.'" He "would have understood that
the defense establishment was only doing what it had to do." Upon leav-
ing, he would have said, "I only regret that my wife couldn't have been
here, too. She would have loved it."

But, he adds, he would have thanked God that no members of the
younger generation were with him during his visit. Because he feels that
kids don't learn nice manners in high school anymore as he and the
Lairds did. ™"If they met a person who was in favor of building a device
which would cripple and finally kill all children everywhere, they
wouldn't smile. They would show hatred."

A pertinent article indeed. Clearly, Mr. Vonnegut does not lament
the lack of learning of '"good manners" in today's high schools or the
failure of kids to learn to smile in the face of certain current events.
If our country is to do more than survive -- if it is to become other
thah murderous and suicidal as it is at present -- it will be because
the '"younger generation" cannot smile while they watch the construction
of doomsday machines such as Safeguard.

Now, science fiction as a literature is not unfamiliar with dooms-
day machines. Nor is it stranger to certain social problems. Some nov-
els have dealt with overpopulation. Others with pollution. Still others
with nuclear war and its aftermath. Mr. Vonnegut's own work is fraught
with shock over the atrocities we commit, as lemming-like, we wend our
often self-destructive way in the world.

But there seems to be far too 1little concern in science fiction,
relatively speaking, with what might be called "social science fiction."
Were there more concern, perhaps the literature, which has been called
"a literature of ideas," would receive more respect and attention from
more people. At present, the much maligned younger generation is the
major audience for science fiction and one of the reasons for this, if
not the only one, may be science fiction's occasionally serious concern



with social problems presented in science fiction terms and trappings.
But such a rich lode remains still unmined!

In the same issue of the Times containing Mr. Vonnegut's provoca-
tive article, are stories on the following from which I quote briefly:

Biafra. "Famine kills more than 1000 Biafrans a day."

12 Antiwar GI's. '"Military policemen raided three churches today
and seized a dozen antiwar servicemen who had taken '"sanctuary”
inside during the last six weeks."

Northern Ireland. "The Prime Minister, Major James Chichester-
Clark, conceded today that the Northern Ireland Government had
"made mistakes" during the recent months of violence between Roman
Catholics and Protestants.

"He was commenting on a report issued yesterday that upheld
many of the complaints by Catholics of police misconduct, and of
discrimination in housing, voting rights and jobs."

Vietnam Casualties. Five names were listed from the metropolitan

area.

Poison Gas. "The United States and West German governments have
been in consultation over the problem of the poison gas stores ever
since they became a public issue here... The West Germans appear to

have been satisfied by assurances from the Americans that poison
gas is kept carefully, in strictly 1limited quantities, and only
for well-defined measures of NATO defense strategy."

Medical Research. "Administration officials said today that they
might not have to reduce grants for medic¢al research by as much as
they thought."

There was more, much more, and a lot of it appalling.

The Administration's cuts in medical research budgets prompted one
scientist to remark recently that he would not be able to continue re-
search into the cause of cancer on the scale he had hitherto pursued.
He would have to +turn away applicants wishing to work with him in his
laboratory.

The ancient privilege of sanctuary in churches is violated by the
military unarmed with legal warrants although the premises they invaded
were private property and they were so informed.

We manufacture poison gas. And breed germs.

A Nobel Prize winning chemist claimed this week to have been asked
by a caller from the Pentagon if he would conduct government financed
research on an agent that would temporarily blind people. He was asked
because of his outstanding work on the chemistry of the eye. He refused
to conduct the research although he was asked by the Pentagonite, in an
almost classic example of destructive reasoning, if he wouldn't rather
blind "them" than kill "them." He replied that he believed the blinding
would simply be used to make the sightless ones vulnerable to other
lethal weapons. He was probably right.

It would seem that the voice of reason, if it exists anywhere and
if it can cry out however weakly, would be heard today in something of a
wilderness.

Is it possible that science fiction writers, always imaginative and
not a little adventurous, would be willing to explore more thoroughly
that wilderness on a larger scale than is being done at present?



Is the pen truly mightier than the sword? Maybe. Maybe not. But
it would be more than fun to find out. It might prove to be a contribu-
tion to collective human survival. Science fiction as a form of litera-
ture is basically a celebration of 1life, not a love affair with death.
If this is indeed so, how rewarding it would be to have more writers
join in the revels more often and more enthusiastically.

We need people not only to celebrate life but also to man the bar-
ricades against death as well. And those dark barricades are there
waiting as our daily papers tell wus day after day. The people to man
the barricades can do it without bullets. Without swords. They can do
it with written words -- in science fiction novels and short stories,
for example. These people, if they are to come to the barricades from
anywhere at all, will come from the '"younger generation'" implicitly ap-
plauded by Mr. Vonnegut in his TZmes article and elsewhere.

It is good to know that the halls of high schools today are no
longer quite so sunny with smiles. In these sober halls today walk our
future science fiction writers. There too, in a very real and substan-
tial sense, strides the future -- if there is to be one. I hope...

SECONDARY UNIVERSE CONFERENCE

Some sixty persons, from as far away as California, New York, and
Canada, met at the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay for the Secondary
Universe Conference October 30-November 1. The theme of the Conference,
the concern for technology and the problem of pollution, featured two
principal speakers: C.A. Muses, editor of The Journal for the Study of
Consciousness , "Whither Technology -- or Will It Wither;" and Hal Clem-~
ent, "The Energy Addict." Both speakers stressed that modern man is
fast reaching the point where a major disruption of present society may
well occur because of the inevitable and irreversible demand for fuel
and the problem of pollution.

Highlights of the Tolkien meetings included a panel, "Peake, Hag-
gard, and Other Universes," Beverly Friend (Illincis), Glenn Sadler
(Westmont College), and Jared Lobdell (Wisconsin) participating; and a
discussion led by Bonniejean Christensen (Northern Illinois) and Richard
West (Wisconsin). Two meetings were devoted +to science fiction exclus-
ively: Thomas D. Clareson (College of Wooster), "The Other Side of Real-
ism;" and a discussion of fanzines led by the Eisensteins.

A final formal meeting was given over to a discussion of the ges-
tating Science Fiction Research Association, as it has been tentatively
titled. Originating in the suggestions made at the Columbia biblio-
graphical conference last March, the SFRA has been slow to organize. It
has been envisioned as encompassing not only hard core sf groups but
those devoted to Tolkien and Futurology, for example. It is intended,
however, to be more than a fan group, or more than a bibliophile group.
Ideally, it would act as a kind of information retrieval center dealing
with all phases of sf/fantasy: authors, editors, fans, scholars -- in
order to gather and preserve the vast amounts of materials and informa-
tion in the field. The motion of the meeting instructed the ad hoc com-
mittee to get on with the job by contacting all groups and individuals
who might be interested.

Professor Virginia Carew of Queensborough College, New York, ex-
pressed the desire to hold the third Secondary Universe Conference on
that campus sometime during 1970. --Thomas D. Clareson
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lumtia University,
N.Y. 10027

28 NESFA MEETING, see Dec. 14

28 OSFA MEETING at Museum of Sci-
ence & Nat. Hist, Oak Knoll Pk
at Big Bend & Clayton Rds, St.
Louis (the Science Bldg, 3rd
floor), at 2pm. For info: Ray
Fisher, 4404 TForest Park, St.
Louis, Mo. 63108

28 OSFiC MEETING in Toronto. For
info: Peter Gill, 18 Glen Manor
Dr, Toronto 13, Canada (ph:694-
0667)

New York,

February 1970
14 TANSTAAFL CON at SUNY in Bing-

hamton. For info: Joni Rapkin,
67 Albert St, Johnson City, N.
Y. 13790

March

27-29 BOSKONE 7 at the Statler-
Hilton, Park Sq, Boston. GoH:
Gordon Dickson. Reg: $2 in ad-
vance, $3 at door. For info:
NESFA, P.0O. Box G, MIT Branch
P.0., Cambridge, Mass. 02139

27-29 SFCON 70 at the Hilton Hotel
San Francisco. Adv. reg: $3.00
till Jan. 1, payable to Sampo
Productions. For info: Quinn
Simpson, 977 Kains St, Albany,
Calif. 94706

27-30 SCI-CON 70 at Royal Hotel,
London. Reg: 25/- TFor info:
28 Bedfordbury, London WC2

April

2-4 MINICON 3 at the Andrews Hotel
Minneapolis. Reg: $2.00, pay-
able to Mrs. Margaret Lessinger
For info: Jim Young, 1948 Uly-
sses St N.E., Minneapolis, Minn
55418

10-12 LUNACON/EASTERCON at the Ho-
tel McAlpin, Herald Sq, N.Y.
GoH: Larry Shaw. Adv. reg: $2
to Devra Langsam, 250 Crown St,
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11225

30-May 3 FANCON 70 in Stockholm.
For info: John-Henri Holmberg,
Norrskogsvigen 8, 112 64 Stock-
holm, Sweden

MEETINGS HELD EVERY WEEK:

ACUSFONS: Tues in Room 560 Loeb
Bldg, on Carleton Univ. campus,
at 7pm. For info: Richard La-
bonte, 53 Rosedale Ave, Ottawa,
Ontario, Canada (Ph:235-0875)

ANN ARBOR FANDOM: Wed at Green
House Lounge, East Quad, Univ.
of Mich, Ann ARbor, at 7pm. For
info: Ann Arbor Fandom, 1011
S.A.B., Ann Arbor, Mich. 48104

FANTASY & SCIENCE FICTION SOCIETY
OF COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY: Thurs
in the Postecrypt (basement of
St. Paul's Chapel) on the Colum
bia campus, at 8:30pm. For
info: Eli Cohen, 601 Furnald,
Columbia Univ, New York, N.Y.
10027 (ph:212-663-14653)

LASFS: Thurs at Palms Playground
Recreation Center, 2950 Over-
land Ave, W. Los Angeles, at 8
pm. (ph:838-3838)

MSU FANTASY & SCIENCE FICTION SO-
CIETY: Fri at 8pm in lower
lounge of South Hubbard Hall,
on Michigan State Univ. campus.
For info: Tracie Brown, 551 Al-
bert St., Apt. 9, E. Lansing,
Mich. 48823 (ph:351-6497)

NOSFA: Sat at homes of various
members at 7pm. For info: John
Guidry, 5 Finch St, New Orleans
La. 70124 (ph:282-0443)

PORTLAND SOCIETY OF  STRANGERS:
Sat at homes of members at 7:30
pm. For info: Mike Zaharakis,
1326 SE 15, Portland, Ore.
(ph:232-8408)

TERMINAL BEACH CLUB: Thurs at SUNY
at Binghamtén, at 8:30pm. For
info: Joni Rapkin, 67 Albert
St, Johnson City, N. Y. 13790.
(ph:607-797-4993)

THIRD FOUNDATION: Thurs in base-
ment of the New Student Center,
Wayne State Univ, Detroit, at
7pm. For info: Al Smith, 23491
Beverly, Oak Park, Mich. 48236
(ph:548-3081)

UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO SF SOCIETY:
Tues at 7:30pm. For info: Mike
Bradley, 5400 Harper, Apt.1204,
Chicago, I11l. (ph:312-324-3565)

Information supplied in this list is the latest available

to us, including all changes received prior to closing date.



Coming Attractions

GALAXY -- December

Serial
DOWNWARD TO THE EARTH by Robert
Silverberg
Novel
HALF PAST HUMAN by T.J. Bass
Novelette
ORACLE FOR A WHITE RABBIT by Dav
id Gerrold
Short Stories
JAMBOREE by Jack Williamson
ETERNITY CALLING by John Cham-
bers
THE YEAR OF THE GOOD SEED by
Dannie Plachta & Roger Zelazny
HORN OF PLENTY by Vladimir Grig-
oriev
Cover by Jack & Phoebe GAUGHAN,
suggested by Half Past Human"

IF -- January 1970

Serial
WHIPPING STAR by Frank Herbert
Novelettes
IF A MAN ANSWERS by Richard
Wilson
THIS ONE by James Sallis
O KIND MASTER by Daniel F. Gal-
ouye
Short Stories
BY THE FALLS by Harry Harrison
CHILD'S PLAY by Larry Eisenberg
Features
THE STORY OF OUR EARTH by Willy
Ley
DIARY FOUND IN THE ST.LOUIS Z0O
by Robert Bloch
Cover by JACK GAUGHAN, suggested
by "This One"

MAGAZINE OF HORROR -- February

Serial
THE DUEL OF THE SORCERERS by
Paul Ernst
Novelette
THE ROC RAID by George B. Tuttle
Short Stories
THE NOSELESS HORROR by Robert E.
Howard
THE TAILED MAN OF CORNWALL by
David H Keller (6th in series)
Cover by VIRGIL FINLAY
10

ACE DECEMBER RELEASES

Gordon, Rex THE YELLOW FRACTION.
94350. 60¢

Harmon, Jim THE GREAT RADIO HEROES
(reissue) 30255. 75¢

Lafferty, R. A. FOURTH MANSIONS
24590, 75¢

Maddock, Larry THE TIME TRAP GAM-
BIT. 01043, 75¢

Richmond, Walt & Leigh THE PHOENIX
SHIP / EARTHRIM by Nick Kamin
66160. 75¢

Van Vogt, A.E. THE WEAPON SHOPS
OF ISHER (reissue) 87855. 60¢

Wollheim, Donald A, ed. MEN ON THE
MOON (new ed) 52u470. 60¢

COMING FROM BELMONT-TOWER

Gratt, Heinrich THE REVENGE OF IN-
CREASE SEWALL. Belmont B75-1066
Dec. 75¢

Lovecraft, H. P. THE CASE OF
CHARLES DEXTER WARD. Belmont
B60-1069, Dec. 60¢

Tralins, Robert THE COSMOZOIDS.
Tower T060-5, Dec. 60¢

Bergin, Paul A. XUAN AND THE GIRL
FROM THE OTHER SIDE. Tower TO060
-8, Jan. 60¢

Anvil, Christopher STRANGERS 1IN
PARADISE. Tower T075-4, Jan.75¢

Current Issue
COVEN 13 -- January 1970

Serial
LET THERE BE MAGICK by James R.
Keaveny
Novelette
LEONA! by Alan Caillou
Short Stories
THE STRAWHOUSE PAVILLION by Ron
Goulart
THE LITTLE PEOPLE by Robert E.
Howard
WITCH FISH by Dennis Quinn
LAST RITES by Pauline Smith

DON'T OPEN TIL XMAS! by James
Benton Carr
Feature
THE TURN OF THE SCREW: a Haunt-

ing and an Exorcism by Arthur
Jean Cox
Cover by WILLIAM STOUT






New Books

HARDCOVERS

THE WHISPERING MOUN-
Doubleday,

Aiken, Joan
TAIN (juv fty, repr)
Oct. $3.95

Aldiss, Brian W.
ABILITY A (repr)
$4.50

Anderson, Poul
Doubleday, Nov.

Asendorf, James C.
(juv fty) Little
$3.50

Asimov, Isaac ABC'S OF SPACE (juv
nf) Walker, Oct. $3.95

Baker, Margaret Joyce HI-JINKS
JOINS THE BEARS (juv fty, repr)
Farrar, Aug. $3.50

Ballinger, Bill S. THE 49 DAYS OF
DEATH (supernatural) Sherbourne
Oct. $u.95

Barber, Antonia

REPORT ON PROB-
Doubleday, Nov

SATAN'S WORLD.

84.95

THE BEAR SEEDS
Brown, Aug.

THE GHOSTS (juv

fty) Farra, Aug. $3.75

Baum, L. Frank A KIDNAPPED SANTA
CLAUS (juv fty) Bobbs, Oct.
$4.95
THE SEA FAIRIES (facs repr)
Reilly & Lee, Nov. $u4.85

Beeching, Jack THE DAKOTA PROJECT
(repr) Delacorte, Sept. $4.95
Biegel, Paul THE KING OF THE COP-
PER MOUNTAINS (juv fty, tr. of
Het Sleutelkruid) F. Watts, Nov
$u4.95

Bogdanovich, Peter
AMERICA (repr, nf)

FRITZ LANG IN
Praeger Film

Library, Oct. $4.95

Bradbury, Ray I SING THE BODY
ELECTRIC! (coll) Knopf, Oct.
$6.95

Broussard, Louis THE MEASURE OF
POE (nf) Oklahoma Univ. Press,
Oct. $4.50

Buck, David THE SMALL ADVENTURES
OF DOG (juv, repr) Watts, Oct.
$2.95

Clark, Ronald THE BOMB THAT FAIL-
ED (borderline) Morrow, Oct.
$5.95

Clarke, Arthur C. FROM THE OCEAN,
FROM THE STARS (reissue) Har-

court. $6.95
Coover, Robert PRICKSONGS AND
DESCANTS (borderline fty, coll)
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Dutton, Oct. $5.95

Damjan, Mischa TIVAN AND THE WITCH
(juv repr, tr) McGraw, Nov.
$4.50

Derleth, August, ed. DARK OF THE
MOON: Poems of Fantasy and the
Macabre (repr) Books for Lib-
raries. $12.50

Dickinson, Peter  HEARTSEASE (juv
fty) Little Brown, Oct. S$Uu4.95

Farmer, Penelope CHARLOTTE SOME-

TIMES (juv fty) Harcourt, Oct.
$1.95

Francis, Frank TIMIMOTO'S GREAT
ADVENTURE (juv fty) Holiday,
Oct. $u4.50

Garbo, Norman THE MOVEMENT (bor-
derline) Morrow, Aug. $6.95

Gard, Joyce THE MERMAID'S DAUGH-
TER (juv fty) Holt, Oct. $u.50

Garner, Alan THE WEIRDSTONE OF
BRISINGAMEN; a Tale of Alderley
(juv, rev. ed) Walck, Sept.
$4.50

Gary, Romain THE GUILTY HEAD (bor
derline fty) World, Nov. $5.95

Gorey, Edward THE EPIPLECTIC BI-
CYCLE (juv fty) Dodd, Nov. $3.00

Greenlee, Sam THE SPOOK WHO SAT
BY THE DOOR (borderline, repr)
Baron, Oct. $4.95

Heit, Robert THE BUILDING THAT
RAN AWAY (juv fty) Walker, Oct.
$3.95

Herbert, Frank DUNE MESSIAH. Put-
nam, Nov. S$4.95

Hillegas, Mark R., ed. SHADOWS OF
IMAGINATION: The Fantasies of
C.S. Lewis, J.R.R. Tolkien, and
Charles Williams. Southern I11.
Univ. Press, Fall. $4.95

Jablow, Alta & Carl Withers THE
MAN IN THE MOON; Sky Tales From

Many Lands (juv) Holt, Sept.
$4.50

Janssen, Tove WHO WILL COMFORT
TOFFLE? (juv fty, repr) Walck,
Oct. $4.00

Kennedy, William THE INK TRUCK
(borderline fty) Dial ,» Sept.

$5.95

Kenny, Herbert  ALISTARE OWL (juv
fty) Harper, Oct. $3.50

Kent, Jack  CLOTILDA (juv fty)






12, reissue) Ballantine 01754,
Oct. 50¢
TARZAN, LORD OF THE JUNGLE (no.
11, reissue) Ballantine 01753,
Oct. 50¢
TARZAN THE TERRIBLE (no.8, reis-
sue) Ballantine 01750, Oct. 50¢
TARZAN THE UNTAMED (no.7, reis-~
sue) Ballantine 01748, Oct. 50¢

Cabell, James Branch FIGURES OF
EARTH, A Comedy of Appearances
(repr, fty) Ballantine 01763,
Nov. 95¢

Carter, Angela
(borderline fty,
5154, Oct. 7S¢

Collins, Michael LUKAN WAR. Bel-
mont B60-1023, July. 60¢

Conklin, Groff, ed. SCIENCE FIC-
TION TERROR TALES (reissue)
Pocket 75413, Sept. 75¢

Cooper, Edmund FIVE TO TWELVE
(repr) Berkley X1768, Nov. 60¢

Darity, William A., Jr. THE SHADES
OF TIME; A Science-Fiction Nov-
ella. William Frederick Press.
$2.25

Davis, Mildred WALK INTO YESTERDAY
(borderline fty, repr) Ace
87125, Aug. 60¢

DeCamp, L. Sprague A GUN FOR DIN-
OSAUR (repr) Curtis 09018, Sept
95¢

Delany, Samuel R. NOVA
Bantam H4738, Nov. 60¢

Elder, Joseph, ed. THE FARTHEST

THE MAGIC TOYSHOP
repr) Dell

(repr)

REACHES (repr) Pocket 75456,
Sept. 75¢

Ellison, Harlan, ed. DANGEROUS
VISIONS (boxed set) Berkley,
Nov. $2.85

Gage, Wilson MISS OSBORNE-THE-MOP
(juv fty, repr) Archway 29058,
July 50¢

Gentry, Curt THE LAST DAYS OF THE
LATE, GREAT STATE OF CALIFORNIA
(repr, borderline) Ballantine
01725, Oct. 95¢

Gilford, C. B. THE LIQUID MAN.
Lancer 74-560, Oct. 75¢

Godard, Jean-Luc ALPHAVILLE; A
Film (Modern film scripts, tr.,
reissue) Simon & Schuster. $1.95

Heinlein, Robert A. A SCIENCE FIC-
TION COLLECTION (boxed set, in-
cludes: Stranger in a Strange
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Land, The Moon 1Is a Harsh Mis-
tress, Starship Troopers, To-
morrow the Stars (ed.) Berkley,
Nov. $3.70

Jones, Raymond F. SYN. Belmont
B60-1018, June. 60¢

Kurland, Michael THE UNICORN
GIRL. Pyramid X1990, Nov. 60¢

Lesser, Milton SECRET OF THE
BLACK PLANET. Belmont B75-1054
Oct. 75¢

Lethbridge, T. C. WITCHES (nf,
repr) Citadel, Sept. $2.25

MacApp, C.C. WORLDS OF THE WALL.
Avon V2308, Oct. 75¢

McDaniel, David THE PRISONER #2.
Ace 67901, Oct. 60¢

Manning-Sanders, Ruth A BOOK OF
WITCHES (juv repr) Dutton CP00O3
Sept. $1.25

Meredith, Richard C. WE ALL DIED
AT BREAKAWAY STATION. Ballan-
tine 01764, Nov. 75¢

Moorcock, Michael THE ICE SCHOON-
ER. Berkley X1749, Oct. 60¢

Norman, John NOMADS OF GOR (sé&s)
Ballantine 01765, Nov. 75¢

Norton, Andre DARK PIPER (repr)
Ace 13795, Oct. 60¢

Nowlan, Philip Francis  ARMAGED-
DON 2419 A.D. (Buck Rogers,
repr) Ace 02935, Oct. 60¢

0'Donnell, K.M. FINAL WAR and
Other Fantasies / John Rackham.
TREASURE OF TAU CETI. Ace
23775, Oct. 75¢

Orr, William F. I HAVE NO NOSE
AND I MUST SNEEZE. author. 75¢

Page, Norvell W. SONS OF THE
BEAR-GOD (sé&s) Berkley X1769,
Nov. 60¢

Peake, Mervyn GORMENGHAST TRILOGY
(boxed set) Ballantine 90204,
Oct. $2.85

Rankine, John  MOONS OF TRIOPUS.
Paperback 63-228, Nov. 60¢

Rauch, Earl M. DIRTY PICTURES
FROM THE PROM (borderline)
Doubleday Projections, Oct.
$2.95

Resnick, Michael REDBEARD (sé&s)
Lancer 74-579, Nov. 75¢

Robbins, John Albert, comp. THE
MERRILL CHECKLIST OF EDGAR AL-
LEN POE. C.E. Merrill. 75¢

Roberts, Keith PAVANE (repr)






SF and the Cinema

by Ken Beale
SPECIAL REVIEW

THE OLD DARK HOUSE Umiversal, 1932. Directed by James Whale. Produced
by Carl Laemmle, Jr. Screenplay by Benn W. Levy, with additional dia-
logue by R.C. Sheriff. Based on the novel by J.B. Priestley. 74 min.
With Boris Karloff (Morgan), Melvyn Douglas (Penderel), Gloria Stuart
(Margaret), Lillian Bond (Gladys), Charles Laughton (Porterhouse), Ern-
est Thesiger (Horace), Raymond Massey (Philip).

This almost legendary horror film was believed lost for several
years. Recently a print was discovered. At the recent New York Film
Festival, held at Lincoln Center from September 16 to October 2, a hand-
ful of enthusiasts were given an opportunity to see it. Reportedly there
will be other screenings in the near future, possibly in Los Angeles and
at New York's Museum of Modern Art.

The film was directed by James Whale, who also did the original
Frankenstein, as well as its sequel, Bride of Frankenstein, and The In-
vigible Man. He has a great reputation among film buffs; one which al-
ways seemed to me exaggerated. But having been given an opportunity to
see this film, as well as another in a genre unrelated to ours (The Kiss
Before the Mirror), I must change my opinion. Whale now seems a highly
talented, individual artist, who for the most part worked with unpromis-
ing material. He could undoubtedly have made very fine films, instead
of minor thriller. Exactly why he didn't is an unanswered question.

The picture turns out to be just as good as its reputation. This
can't be said about most of the "lost classics" of the genre. When
works like The Island of Lost Souls or Dr. Cyclops finally become avail-
able, they always seem disappointing. But The Old Dark House stands the
test of time superbly. This may be because it 1is a neat blending of
horror and comedy; in fact, the best of many such screen mixtures. Like
the original Grand Guignol Theater of Paris, the picture plays its hor-
ror and comedy against each other. Neither element is weakened or sac-
rificed to the other.

The plot is archetypical: a group of people are trapped by a storm
in a lonely part of England, and forced to take refuge in an old house.
This turns out to be occupied by a family of eccentrics, some with homi-
cidal tendencies. Dozens of bad or mediocre films have been made with
this basis. But Whale's is immensely superior. The dialogue is crisp,
witty, adult and elegant. The characters vary from the grotesque to the
completely believable. All are treated with deftness and (in the best
sense) theatricality. The picture moves briskly from its beginning:
there is scarcely a dull moment. The cast is, of course, excellent. In
a genre whose distinction is dubious at best, this work shines out
brightly.

BRIEF REVIEWS:

THE OBLONG BOX American International Pictures, 1969. Produced and
directed by Gordon Hessler. Screenplay by Lawrence Huntingdon. In col-
or. 95 min. With Vincent Price (Julian Markham), Christopher Lee (Dr.
Neuhartt), Alastair- Williamson (Sir Edward Markham), Hilary Dwyer (Eliz-
abeth), Peter Arme (Samuel Trench), Harry Baird (NGolo), Carl Rigg (Mark
Norton), Maxwell Shaw (Tom Hackett), Sally Geeson (Sally Baxter).
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